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>90% of time in IO that Spark can avoid.
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Iteration in Spark:

Input
(e.g., from HDFS)

iteration 1 iteration 2 iteration 3 …
file sy
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read

In-memory computations, no need to read/write to disk.
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To tell Spark to cache an RDD in memory, simply call 
persist() or cache() on it.
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Key takeaway:
Despite similar-looking API to Scala Collections, 

the deferred semantics of Spark's RDDs are very unlike Scala Collections.
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